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THE 


VISIONS 
Sit Heifter Ryley: 


WITH OTHER 


ENTERTAINMENTS. 
. TAeonelvay February 14. | 1710. 








From my Houfe in St. James's Square. 
, February 13. 
Was laft Week in the Fields, 
and other folicary Places for 
» near a whole Day, as being at 
that Time altogether unpro- 
> vided with any Matter fuitable 
tomyGenius. My Humour was nci- 
ther ferious enough ‘to treat of Di- 
vine Subjects, nor fo profane as to 
run into riotous Excefies ; yet I ha- 
ted to be idle, when l faw every A- 
fpen-Leaf on the Trees, where ever 
I came in fuch a quick fort of Moti- 
on, as if they had been fent in hafte 
to and fro on a thoufand different 
Errands. Upon this Thought, I re- 
folved rather than be doing nothing, 
to lay afide all manner of Gravity, 
and apply my felf to the little Fan- 
cies oF a Child, in taking notice of 
the trifling Actions of fuch inconfi- 
derable Animals as are foon difman- 
tled of their Forms, and fall intoOb- 
fcurity. In this odd Adventure, I 
was entertain’d with abundance of 
{mall Curiofities very amuling tothe 
weak Capacity of Life, I had then 
thought fit to place my felfin. My 


Employment was to obferve how all 
thofe little Beings manag’d their 
{mall Concerns, after what manner 
they fhelrer themfelves from the 
Violence of the Weather, the Care 
they take to prevent fudden Injurice, 
with the feveral Sports and Pallimes 
practisd among them ; what Mea- 
fures they commonly make ufé of to 
preferve their Health, or reltore it 
when impair’d, and the Ceremonies 
fome of them perform in burying 
their Dead. I had not been long up- 
on chef Searches,before I underitood 
fomewhat of their Plots and Con- 
trivances, many of which were very 
Politick, and others as mean and in- 
fignicant. I found that they all 
pafs’dthrough many changeable Pro- 
grefles, under the various Scenes of 
Gayety and £ruclty : For as foon 
as they had laid their Schemes in 
their publick Affemblies, they went 
out to their particular Labours or 
Pleafures. Some made Journics to 
the Baths, to drink the Waters, or 
wath their naked Bodies; others fat 
out of their Habitations fingle or ip, 
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Pairs, to hune for Prey, or hide in 
Corners for fear of .being taken as 
Prizes themfe! Some again wer 
eng ig’d in bold Attemprs, and kill'd 
by the fj Imaze of a Fight,for 
for {i rthing i More or a Straw: 
Orhers who were {> minute as they 
mig been cover d in a Drop 
' commit 
Jurrages, and breaking 

gob yur yfor -H vuf Ds 

ny Mercy, pillag’d 

H the whole Scock of 

{ the caretul 

‘veral lay idling in the 

Sun. or fleeping under the Shades of 
Leives; abundance were running a- 
bout upon immaterial Mitters, cr 
{wimming in the fhallow Streams af- 
ter a Baie { fimall, as it could nor 


eafily be difcern’d. ‘Thusthey fpent 


rtiv 


vis wh. were 


up by 


their Time in a thoufand fuch litrle 


different Amufements ; and were of 
ten in their Enrerprizes, either by 
Chance or Negligence broken in 
Pieces, or crufh’d into Flatnefs, One 
thing is more efpecially remarkable, 
which I mult not forget to mention; 
A poor Frog who had been affaulted 
and wounded by his Enemy in a fu- 
rious Combat. was deferted as an 
Alien by all his Companions, and lay 
ftruggling a great while under much 
Pain; at laft, not being able to en- 
dure it any longer, he ftretch'd out 
his Limbs and expir’d. Another lit- 
tle Creature no bigger than a Bub- 
ble, crept out of a hollow Flint as 
dark as Midnight; he was very fick 
and crawling along with a ftrange 
kind of WeaknefS to feek for Cure 
among his noted Plants or Weeds ; 
and when he found them he enter’d 
immediately into a regular Courfe of 
taking his Medicines, Being affected 
-th thistaft Inftance, | made a fur- 
- Tnquiry, and found out an aged 


Beetle, who had by an unfortunate 
Accident loft two of his Legs. This 
Infict Had feverabof his own Crea- 
tures about him, who were very di- 
ligent in removing him from off the 
hard and common Path, where he 
had met with the Mifchance. Near 
him, there jay a Snail tn as bad a 
Condition, with his Houfe terribly 
fhatter’'d: The ruined [nhabirant 
was {till alive.bur very much brurfed 
byrhe falling in of his Roof. for his 
Head and one half of his Body were 
gotout ot the Door,andendeavouring 
by many Srruggles to difengage the 
other Parts from among the broken 
Ruins of the Building, yet he could 
yot accomplifh his Defign ; there he 
continued half at Liberty and halt 
Imprifon’d. According to the mife- 
rable Fate he had undergone, ic was 
impoflible he could ftand the Shock 
of a bigger Blow, or continue two 
Days longer from being covered up 
in the Duft, Patiing a little farrher, 
I met with aCrowd of fmall-Crea- 
tures, going in a full Body, and three 
or four of them were carrying on 
their Backs, atthe Head of theCom. 
pany, one of their Dead : I follow’d 
this numerous Affembly, and faw 
them interr the Deceafed with much 
Decency under the Leaves in the 
Earth, among others of the fame fpe- 
cies: Looking into their Charnel- 
Houfe, IL obferv’d that fome were re- 
duc’d to Silence, as foon as they be- 
gan to live, and others had ekap'd 
the Dettir.y, to arrive at a longer Pe- 
riod. Thefe were fome of the Dif- 
alters I faw befel thofe Beings,which 
were of fo fmall a Bulk, that mott 
of them might have been toffed like 
the lighter Parts of Snow with every 
Wind ; and indeed they are little 
more than Airy Vapours; meer 
Phar- 
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Phantoms, not the Matter of a 
Shower, or fub/tantial enough to 
make a Cloud: However, not be- 
ing fully fatislied in beholding thefe 
little Miracles of Wonder, I went 
and vilited Animals of quite diffe 
rent Natures, whofe Aétions ftruck 
me with the Defcription of every 
thing that is venomous and fubtil. 
A Toad, w' > was fitting on a Bank 
diverting himfcif in his ufual Enjoy- 
ment, {tood up mightily in Detence 
ot his Rights and Privileges; for as 
foon as Lenter'd within the Circles 
of his Bounds, he fpit Poifon at me, 
and made a very vigorous Defence ; 
noStratagems were capable of making 
him to abandon his Territories, ull 
he was oblig’d to it by Force ; and 


then he retreated in very good Or- 


der to the Water, where there was 
no coming at him. 


Vhis Polttitian 
fent me to enquire after the Snakes, 
@ Generation yet more wife,who en- 
tertain’d me with feveral new Scenes, 
no lefs brave and furprizing ; they 
either fled in good time, or prevent- 
ed their being attack’d,till they were 
prepar'dto make a regular Refiltance: 
One more politick than the reft, 
climb’d up a Tree, and bid me De- 
hance; another arm’d with an un- 
daunted Courage, made up at me, 
with great Vehemency: All theO 

polition I could make, was not fufh- 
cient to abate his Fury, before he 
had-in a very fevere manner made me 
fenfitle of the Sharpnef of his Sting ; 
and then he immediately took San- 
ctuary in a Fort which could not be 
enter'd. The Intrigues of thefe Crea- 
tures led my Curiofity to pry into 
the Nature of rhe Moles and Worms, 
that live out of the Light of the Sun, 
Moon and Stars : Their Wit and Sa- 
gacity, tho’ of another kind, was little 
inferior to the Serpents; for I found 


*em all inMotion,>ulying themfelves in the 
feveral ’alfages commonly made ule of 
by fuch fort of Animals; lome were em- 
pioy'd upon one Adventure, and {ome on 
another; a Company o: Worms. had 
with great Skill and Dexterity,laid Siege 
to the Cotha of a Miler, and made above 
a hundred Breaches in his Winding Sieet 5 
no People weil skill’d in the Art of War, 
could have carry’d on their Approaches 
with more Silence, and profperous Suc~ 
ceis than they had done; che manner of 
digging theie hollow Caverns was very 
admirable, and took me up abundance of 
lime to fearch iaco: Ac jaft I perceived 
how judicioufly they work’d theic way Uce 
der Ground,through many winding Laby- 
tinths 3 and tho’ they were often loft,and 
entangled among the Crooked and l’y-4l- 
leys they were conftrain’d to paisthroughs 
yer I faw they were not always confin’d 
Prifoners for Lite: For when their Paths 
wre uy any Accident barracado’d up, 
chey very prudently forcd a Paifagze ano. 
ther way, All the feveral Turns and 
Adtons of thefe Moltitudes of different 
Species, which pafs’d through a Series of 
pretty artful Inventions, fill’d up the va- 
cant Leaves in my Pocket-Book; I had no 
room left to mention how they humour’d 
ia chei¢ Natures, Inftingéts and Modes of 
Lite,which is to be obferved in Creatures 
of much larger Dimentions. IJ returned 
from thele Entertainments,with a full pur- 
pole to {pend the Evening in Company, 
with three or four old Blades who never 
fail to diverc me with odd Stories of what 
happen’d when they were taken up with 
military Affairs: But as fomething very 
fingular generally falls out, which gives 
me either much delight or Difturbance ¢ 
when I came home, | was fent for to vie 
fit an Atheilt, whom 1 had lately beea 
engagd with in feveral hot Difputes; 
aad was fo plain as to tell him at our laft 
Conference, That the whole Scene of Na 
ture could be no more fram’d of it felf, 
or the leaft Creature that lives withia 
the saft Circle of it, thaw a Man can 
think t0 cut a Jarge Book of the Hiftory 
ot Europe into Millions of Slips, and by 

placing. 
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‘placing them in a well contriv’d Engine, 
Matters fhould happen fo lucky, that af- 
ter the moving of the Springs and Wheels 
for fome Time, every broken Scrap may 
join together, and each Leaf and Page 
come again toits perfect Shape, as when 
firft bound up in the Volume, WhenI 
came to him I found he had met with as 
fatal a Difafter as the poor Animals the 
Frog, the Snail and the Beetle ¢ he told 
me he had been that Evening engaged in 
a Duel,and unfortunately received a mor- 
tal Wound: The Diforder I (aw in him 
was /o great, that he could not hide it 
from me, tho’ he attempted it by making 
ufe of feveral Difguiles. After many 
changeable Turns of Thought, he defir’d 
to difcourie me without Light or Compa- 
ny, fioding his Mind to be fill’d with ten 
thoufand confus’d Ideas: I took the Op- 
portunity to give him fome Hints of his 
wild and extravagant Notions, and {poke 
much of the Animals I had feen that day: 
I told him all Creatures, except Man, 
owned a Créator,and fuog a kind of Hymo 
to the Sapreme Effence,tho’ they appear. 
ed to the Eye never fo mean and trifling 
in their = and A@ions. There was 
fcarce one Inftance I had made Obferva- 
tions upon ia the fmalieft Creature, but 
what I cook an Occafioa to mention to 
him 3 the Worms and the Moles | dif- 
courfed very particularly of, and the man- 
ner of the Fuaerals I had obferved a- 
mong the Bees, whol {aid had none to 
weep for them, or to lay Marble over 
their Sepulchres: I fet off every thing 
in a very folemn Drefs, to put him ia 
Mind of the vaft Eternity he was juft 
ready to take a Step into. He returned 
me no manner of Anfwer, but kept all I 
faid to him in his Memory,til one a Clock 
the next Morning ; then he frankly own- 
ed to me his Perplexities which he could 
not get rid of. Sir Heifier, (fays he) now 
I have reviv'd a Senie of al) chefe Schemes 
you laid down, whereby I might diftingnith 
how I at firft fell off by a certain Loofe. 
nefs of Principle; What I formerly ar- 
gued to you, was no more than an artifi- 
cial Leffon I had got by Heart, to make 


my Conceptions appear to the World eut 
of the common way of thioking ; as ha. 
ving 2 food Ambition of being counted 
more knowing io the Secrets of Nature, 
than Meo of Probity and Experience. 
Seeing he had pull’d off his Mask, and 
"twas £00 late to make ule of any more 
Arguments ,! (at filent the laft half hour 
of his Life, as it I wanted to be inftru@® 
ed by him, which he did very eftecivally ; 
for every Sigh and Word prefented to me 
a fad Tragedy ot his uahappy Stare; and 
act laff, to conticm me io the belie! ot the 
Deity; he exfpir’d in a dreadtul Scene ot 
Delpair. This Accident feat me home at 
Four in theMorning,where I drew out all 
his Sweats and Pains,which | faw lay fix’d 
as fo many rade Strokes ia every Feature, 
and looked upon chis fort of Infidels as 
the moft unaccountable Animals in Na- 
ture. Take them in their Raptures, they 
are nothing elie but a kindof exalted 
Whims or Allegorical Fi€ions: A Patrot 
may be heard to {peak beter Seale, whea 
he is asked by way of Quetftion,oneof the 
oddeft Stories he was ever taught: 1 bavg 
frequently traced chofe Monfters in their 
Aftions, and found the Images that more 
in Landskips, to aét Parts much more wai. 
form and agreeable to Reafon: For the 
fedateft Thoughts of fuch mighty Levia- 
thans are only like the diftra@ed Dreams 
of a Mad-Man ; do but awake ’em out of 
the deep Sleep of Indfidelity, and you'll 
find them Jof among a thou(and intricate 
Mazes, they then take the fineft Objedts 
in the Creation for fo many frightiul 
Ghofts come to haunt them: The leaf 
Creature that crawls about the Woods, 
furnifhes the Bye with fomething adorn’d 
with a much brighter EmbeDifhmene,than 
is to be feen in their Death. Whilft I 
was in the midft of thefe agreeable Con- 
templations, | look’d upou my two Enc- 
mies the Serpent and the Toad,(by whom 
Ihad been (0 lately attack’d and over- 
come) as far greater Politicians than the 
Atheift I was jaf come from vifiting,who 
is now ftripp'd into a naked Spirir, and 
fet on Shore in the invifible World, 


THE 
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